
UNM Student Publications Board Meeting 
Friday, February 2, 2018 
Marron Hall, Room 131 

 
 
Present: Gabe Gallegos, Monica Kowal, Woong Lim, Noah Michelsohn, Tyler Narvaez, Cindy Pierard,  
Celia Raney  
 
Ex-officio: Jillian Kovach, Daven Quelle, Indu Roychowdhury, Elizabeth Sanchez  
 
Also Present: Kyle Land, Carolyn Souther, Madison Spratto  
 
Absent: Taylor Bui, Bob Trapp  
 
Monica Kowal called the meeting to order at 3:01 p.m.  
 
Kowal asked for a review of the minutes from December 8, 2017. Tyler Narvaez made a motion to approve the 
minutes. Celia Raney seconded the motion. The motion passed. 
 
Kowal asked Indu Roychowdhury for the Best Student Essays editor’s report. Roychowdhury said BSE received 
30 submissions by deadline, which was February 1. She said outreach for submissions included emailing 
department heads, soliciting on list-servs and posting flyers on campus. She said approached the head of the 
English Department, Anita Obermeier, who donated $250 from the department as an award. She said the 
magazine design has been finalized, and her staff is voting on the cover design. She reported she has six staff 
members who will be working on copyediting and typesetting in the upcoming weeks. Daven Quelle asked if 
any staff members were considering applying to be BSE editor for next year. Roychowdhury said she was 
interested in reapplying. Kowal asked if there was any data about which departments students and/or 
submissions are coming from. Roychowdhury replied that nomination forms included information about faculty 
departments. Kowal said she would like to know which departments or schools students came from and whether 
they were graduate or undergraduate students for all submissions, not just the accepted ones. Roychowdhury 
said she could collect the information. Roychowdhury said the BSE reception will be on April 20 in the Honors 
atrium. Quelle asked Roychowdhury to make sure she reserved the space. 
 
Kowal asked Jillian Kovach for the Conceptions Southwest editor’s report. Kovach said the magazine’s design 
is finalized, and typesetting has begun. She said she is anticipating 96 pages, but is still copyediting and 
reviewing a few submissions. She reported that CSW lost one staff member so there are only three on her team 
now. She said that Starline Printing had already contacted her about printing the magazine. Quelle said Kovach 
needs to have two to three total bids before selecting a printer. Carolyn Souther reminded the editors that bids 
must be approved before magazines are printed. Gabe Gallegos asked if the bids were transparent. Quelle said 
the bids were specific in terms of paper, page count and color, so unless there were changes, the quote and the 
final price were the same. Quelle reminded editors to have reception food purchases also verified in advance by 
Souther. Pierard noted that if outside people are invited to attend, then food purchases may be allowed. Kovach 
said she is still working with her staff to find a date for the CSW reception. Kowal said she was impressed both 
with the work that had been done thus far on both magazines and the number of submissions received. 
 
Kowal asked Elizabeth Sanchez for the Daily Lobo editor’s report. Sanchez said that new reporters, 
photographers and videographers had recently been hired. She said the Daily Lobo’s Instagram and Snapchat 
accounts were being revived this semester. She reviewed upcoming special issues, which include a Career Issue, 
Green Issue, and Graduation Issue. Sanchez said she visited Communications and Journalism classes for 
recruitment with Mike Sanchez from the Daily Lobo advertising office. She said culture editor Nichole 
Harwood and news editors Kyle Land and Madison Spratto also accompanied her on class visits. She said that 
Land has been in contact with Garnett Stokes, incoming university president, and they are planning a public 
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town hall session in the SUB moderated by the Daily Lobo. Land said Stokes sat down with him for an 
interview, and she expressed interest in the event. Sanchez said she would be graduating a semester early, in 
December of 2018. She said she has been talking to staff about applying to be editor-in-chief for next year. 
Gallegos said it could be an opportunity to have a conversation with incoming President Stokes about the 
importance of the Daily Lobo as well as ideas for maintaining its financial solvency. Kowal said the discussion 
that the Daily Lobo, as an independent student publication, should be seen as an academic asset for students 
would be appropriate before the Academic Student Affairs Research subcommittee of the Board of Regents at 
one of their regular meetings. She said a presentation by the students involved in Daily Lobo and the two 
magazines plus students on the board about what the publications mean to the university—as academic assets, 
democratic dialogue tool, and as a creative outlet. She said that if the students were interested and willing, she 
could arrange it. Gallegos said a virtual slide deck for President Stokes could be a back-up plan if she were too 
busy to meet. Land said Stokes committed to time to interview with the Daily Lobo when she was in town for 
only one day, so she is eager to engage with the Daily Lobo.  He said that she comes from Missouri, which has 
one of the best journalism programs in the country. Quelle said that Missouri had two student newspapers, one 
an independent student organization, and the other a lab program for the journalism department. She said a 
discussion with the independent paper about their set-up and support from their university might be insightful. 
 
Kowal asked Quelle to give the Daily Lobo financial report. Quelle reported through December 2017. She said 
that November and December revenues were rough, as predicted. She said a large advertising special issue was 
rescheduled from December to March. She said the budget outlook from the legislature for the university is 
looking better, so more departments are slowly starting to advertise again. Quelle said identifying ways to 
inform departments and programs that the Daily Lobo is self-funded and reliant on advertising revenues is 
important. She said the ad staff is working hard on reviving the Lobo Coffee Festival, which is now scheduled 
for February 27 on Cornell Mall. Quelle said that while she is not optimistic about where the finances will end 
for the year, she said sales are moving in the right direction. She said that most of the ad staff is graduating in 
May, so a new staff will have to be hired at the end of the semester. Quelle said t a new strategy will need to 
implemented in the advertising office to streamline the amount of material new representatives must learn. 
Gallegos asked about list servs or sales strategies for reaching campus departments. Quelle responded that the 
accounting and scheduling software allows for regular bulk emails, tracking of past ads and expiring ads so that 
reps have multiple ways to reach out to departments, organizations and local clients. Pierard asked if there were 
different strategies used to sell advertising in special issues. Quelle responded that same tools were used, but 
reps brainstorm types of clients from current advertisers and prospects to focus sales efforts. 
 
Quelle said that the Daily Lobo has been better at managing expenses than predicting revenue. Raney asked 
about SFRB funding. Quelle replied that she has not received official notice, but expecting $25,000 for fiscal 
year 2019. She noted that potential monies from SFRB, Student Affairs, and the Provosts office will ideally be 
used toward the accumulated deficit, rather than as a revenue line in this year’s budget. Raney asked if a story 
about the Daily Lobo had been published in the Albuquerque Journal.  Quelle replied that one had not, but said 
if the Daily Lobo is seeking support from the institution and community, then the Lobo could not by shy about 
talking about why we need support. Raney asked if there were plans for alumni outreach. Quelle replied that 
alumni will be invited to the end of year barbeque on April 28. She said the Daily Lobo’s 125 anniversary will 
be in 2020, which would be a good opportunity to reach out to alumni and ask for financial support.  She said a 
“Donate Now” button is rotating on the website. Quelle said current efforts with the Alumni Association have 
been centered on creating the constituency chapter. 
 
Quelle reviewed the editor selection process for the three publications, including a schedule of advertising 
dates, deadlines and sample applications. She said the Daily Lobo editor selection will take place at the next 
board meeting on April 13, and the magazine editor selections would take place on April 27. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:56 p.m. 


